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Ten days passed. In the interval Kasturi
and the Mahratta commander fell out on the
question of the arrangements for the future. The
commander proposed to place the infant prince
on the gadi and leave the elder queen and Kasturi
as guardians, and to take the younger queen with
him. Kasturi, on the contrary, wished that he
should ascend the gadi immediately and that his
nephew should succeed him ; also that the com-
mander should take Girijavve, only if she was
willing. On the question of who should ascend
the gadi they differed violently. Kasturi reminded
the commander of his promise. The commander
said: uYou did not tell me that the Nayak had
a son/' Whether this was the cause of the
commander's conduct, or he was thinking that,
by taking the side of the younger queen's son, he
would the more easily win her love, it would be
difficult to say. Whatever the cause, the dispute
proceeded. Finally, the commander sent word to
the queens to come and discuss the question.
He said that they might come each by herself, as
that would make the discussion freer, that he
would treat them with respect, and that Kasturi

would be with him all the time.

*

The elder queen came and the commander
discussed with her . who should be chieftain.